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In the previous letter we told you about the inauguration of the CIAO centre and your best wishes 
and words of encouragement keep on reaching us.  Only one discordant note: a slight tug on the 
ear because there were many VIPs present (Bishop. Mayor, Prefect) and … we should have notified 
the police since “do not forget that we are in Sicily”, we were told.  We have assured them that we 
will remember for the next inauguration.  
 
Now CIAO has begun its life and we like to compare its start to 
the arrival of a baby in the family: visits, flowers, compliments 
… There are great moments, a bit tiring at times, but it would 
be terrible if they did not happen. Then, as days pass, the 
decorations are taken down, presents put away in cupboards 
and we shift from poetry to prose … the baby cries at night, 
makes its needs known and so has to be given food to eat, and 
its nappies need changing … all those things that some of you 
have lived through in the first person.  At CIAO it is more or 
less the same: we are getting organised to be better known, to look for volunteers, to arrange 
activities better, to make sure that what we do is of real interest to the young people.  

 

Who and what would you find at CIAO?   
Before the ‘what’, we should pause at the ‘who’.  As a community we are committed to keeping 
the Centre open every day from 9 to 1 and from 3 to 7pm with the inevitable exceptions in 
accordance with the law. Normally at least two of us are present to welcome whoever drops in, to 
provide information, etc.  Amongst the many activities that we offer, the main ones are: 

• Italian classes at various levels for individuals or groups, for some who have never been to 
school, for some who already know a number of languages.  Various volunteers join us for this 
work.  The most delightful of these is Regina, a German woman who is a real polyglot; she 
came for a three months holiday in Syracusa and has made herself available to teach Italian 
three days a week.  Then there is Walter, Luisa, Antonella, Beatrice and Donatella, Graziella, 
Tina …  

• A musical workshop run by Francesco and Rachel.  This is an attempt to involve the young 
people in producing a text and then setting it to music.  Where they were doing something 
similar before, they managed to have a CD cut and they are hoping to do the same again this 
time.  

• We run some craft activities: making diaries, cards from recycled paper, small carvings in 
wood, knitted items …  The purpose is to get the young people out of the centres where they 
are staying, to get them to socialise, and, why not, to make a few coins from selling what they 
have made.    

• One activity that attracts many is IT.  We all know how young people like to fiddle around with 
keyboards, but we want them to use them not just for reading news or watching films, but also 
with other purposes in mind. We want to get them ready for a test to obtain a European 
certificate.    

• Legal Aid.  Two days a week from 4 to 8pm Domenico, who worked for many years in the 
Migrant Centre in Catania, has made himself available to assist those who would get lost, 
without his help, in the twists and turns of the law and who are quite confused by the many 
changes of late.  



A culture of welcome 
In the light of the new problems provoked by the famous “Security decree”, last December the 
Bishop asked to meet with all the Church agents involved with migrants. Naturally we were 
present and, at the end of the meeting the Bishop asked us to talk about the problems to the 
priests at their deanery meetings. And so we addressed 4 such meetings on: 1) the drama of 
immigration; 2) an initiative called “Culture of welcome” led by the Migrants Office of the diocesan 
centre and the Scalabrinian Sisters; 3) the establishment of CIAO as a concrete response to the 
needs of the migrants.   
During the meetings some of the priests were deeply touched by the set of problems that they had 
not previously grasped in their complexity and they asked us to speak to youth groups in the 
parish on the same topic.  That is how we came to arrive in three parishes, armed with computers, 
video projectors etc.  In two of the three groups there were around one hundred young people 
but, in spite of the large number gathered, the young people really listened and were happy with 
our presentation. We should add that we were happy too!  

 

A new initiative 
We hope that you have already cast an eye over our webpage and been able to admire some of 
the activities we are running with the young people, but now we are launching something new.  
We are trying to communicate some of the many stories that we have come to know through a 
multimedia project: a book in which some young people share the experiences they have lived 
through, accompanied by photos and video clips.  The idea is to put together a touring exhibition 
to raise public consciousness of the issues. We simply mention it here, but maybe it could be an 
activity that you might like to sponsor and that could be brought to your locale.  
 

Retreat 
As you can well imagine, and as happens in the best of 
families, we also live through moments of tension.  We are 
like stones in a river that lose their rough edges as they roll 
along the valley until they become the beautiful shingles that 
we find attractive on the seashore. To address our 
relationship challenges, we gave ourselves a day of retreat in 
which we had the chance to speak one-on-one with each 
other member of the community and to answer these 
questions: 1) How do I feel in my relationship with you? 2) What do I most value in you? 3) What 
do I want to ask of you to improve our personal and community relationships? 4) What do I want 
and am ready to offer you? We are quite aware that some problems cannot be resolved with a 
day’s retreat by itself, but to want to address issues is already an important step.  

 
Before concluding, we want to wish you a fruitful Lent, inspired by the message of Pope Francis: 
“Fasting, that is, learning to change our attitude towards others and all of creation, turning away 
from the temptation to “devour” everything to satisfy our voracity and being ready to suffer for 
love... Prayer, which teaches us to abandon idolatry and the self-sufficiency of our ego, and to 
acknowledge our need of the Lord and his mercy. Almsgiving, whereby we escape from the insanity 
of hoarding everything for ourselves in the illusory belief that we can secure a future that does not 
belong to us. And thus to rediscover the joy of God’s plan for creation and for each of us, which is 
to love him, our brothers and sisters, and the entire world, and to find in this love our true 
happiness.”  

 
To each of you a happy Lent, but more especially a HAPPY EASTER 

Gabriel, Mario, Nina, Ono, Ricky and Rosa 

Para posibles donaciones: Banca Prossima - Provincia d’Italia Fratelli Maristi FMS 
IBAN IT66 N033 5901 6001 0000 0146 384 
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